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[11] CHAP. II.
OF THE PERSECUT!ONS EXCITED AGAINST US.

HE villages nearer to our new house having been
T the first ones attacked, and most afflicted, the
devil did not fail to seize his opportunity for
reawakening all the old imaginations, and causing
the former complaints of us, and of our sojourn in
these quarters, to be renewed; as if it were the sole
cause of all their misfortunes, and especially of the
sick. They no longer speak of aught else, they cry
aloud that the French must be massacred. These
barbarians animate one another to that effect; the
death of their nearest relatives takes away their rea-
son, and increases their rage against us so strongly in
each village that the best informed can hardly believe
that we can survive so horrible a storm. They
observed, with some sort of reason, that, since our
arrival in these lands, those who [12] had been the
nearest to us, had happened to be the most ruined by
the diseases, and that the whole villages of those who
had received us now appeared utterly exterminated;
and certainly, they said, the same would be the fate
of all the others if the course of this misfortune were
not stopped by the massacre of those who were the
cause of it. This was a common opinion, not only in
private conversation but in the general councils held
on this account, where the plurality of the votes
went for our death,—there being only a few elders



